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This dissertation presents the context and antecedents of the formation of the 
National Association of Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ). The organization, formally 
established in 1984, was the first pan-ethnic entity with a national reach created to support 
and represent Latino media professionals across the United States. This research takes a 
close look at the way in which a critical mass of Latino journalists—many of them the 
only, or first in their outlet—built on the momentum of civil rights activism to create an 
entity charged with the mission of promoting the professional development of Latino 
media professionals. 
Building on oral history interviews with early NAHJ leaders and archival sources, 
this research highlights the direct and indirect connections the organization had with 
Chicano and other Latino civil rights activism and with academia, as well as the essential 
support provided by the then-thriving philanthropic arm of media corporations, like the 
Gannett Foundation. Through the oral testimonials of key players in the creation of NAHJ, 
this dissertation also provides insights into the role of ethnic and professional identity in 






























                                                        1.	The	city’s	prominent	position	was	the	original	headquarters	of	a	predecessor	to	the	largest	Spanish-language	newspaper	(La	Prensa,	founded	by	the	Lozano	family	before	moving	to	Los	Angeles	and	publishing	La	Opinión)	and	the	site	where	the	first	Spanish-language	 radio	 (KCOR)	 and	 television	 (KWEX)	 stations	were	 established.	See:	Maggie	Rivas-Rodriguez,	“Ignacio	E.	Lozano:	The	Mexican	Exile	Publisher	who	Conquered	San	Antonio	and	Los	Angeles,”	American	Journalism	21,	no	1	(2004),	75-89.	Melita	M.	Garza,	They	Came	to	Toil:	Newspaper	Representations	of	Mexicans	and	





                                                        3.	Hispanics’	presence	in	media	tracked	the	declining	numbers	of	all	journalists	of	color,	and	the	contraction	of	the	field	in	general.	“Minorities	in	newsrooms	increase;	63	percent	of	newspapers	have	at	least	one	woman	among	top-three	editors,”	American	Society	of	Newspaper	Editors,	July	29,	2014.	Retrieved	from:	https://www.asne.org/diversity-survey-2014.			4.	Richard	Prince,	“Fox	News	Didn’t	Deserve	Award	From	Hispanic	Journalists,	Says	Group’s	Co-Founder”	Journal-Isms,	August	11,	2014.	Retrieved	from:			5.	While	the	speech’s	emphasis	was	on	the	stagnant	numbers	of	Latinos	in	US	media,	in	a	later	interview,	Ericksen	emphasized	that	the	recognition	of	Fox	News	was	part	of	his	problem	with	the	ceremony	and	not	merely	circumstantial.		
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received	the	award	on	behalf	of	the	company.	At	one	point,	he	said	“Fox	is	the	reason	why	we're	here,”	a	remark	that	Prince	attributed	to	the	role	of	Fox	News	Channel	a	sponsor	of	the	event.6	Days	after	the	incident,	Ericksen	and	Balta	debated	the	incident	in	a	New	York	City	call-in	radio	show.	The	conversation	broadened	the	debate	and	brought	up	topics	such	as	funding	and	credibility,	the	presentation	of	awards	to	corporate	entities	rather	than	individual	journalists	and	at	some	point	delved	into	a	discussion	of	the	general	state	of	Latinos	in	all	mainstream	media.		Ericksen	and	Balta	presented	two	markedly	different	perspectives.	Ericksen,	by	then	well	into	his	eighties	and	retired	from	journalism,	was	unapologetic	in	his	criticism	of	Fox	News’	coverage	of	US	Latinos	and	firmly	against	the	prospect	of	accepting	contributions	from	corporations	that	could	use	awards	as	a	proof	that	their	coverage	was	approved	by	Latino	media	professionals.	Balta,	on	the	other	hand,	defended	the	decision	to	recognize	Francisco	Cortés	and	Fox	News	Latino	and	emphasized	the	importance	of	engaging	and	having	a	“dialogue”	with	the	company	in	case	their	coverage	of	the	community	was	inadequate.7			The	incident	and	its	aftermath	provide	a	representative	snapshot	of	the	tensions	inherent	to	the	balancing	act	of	fighting	to	change	a	field	while	being	a	part	of	it.	NAHJ,	like	its	sister	organizations	founded	by	LGBT	journalists,	African	








                                                        	11.	Some	literature	tangentially	connected	to	this	project,	and	to	the	history	of	journalist	organizations	in	general,	are	covered	in	Chapter	2.		
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media	and	other	cultural	industries	in	the	1960s	and	1970s	and	the	expectation	to	achieve	parity	with	the	demographics	of	the	US	can	seem	quaint	or	in	the	most	pessimistic	views,	unrealistic.	The	years	when	all-powerful	news	media	corporations	had	a	firm	grip	on	the	eyes	and	minds	of	audiences	across	the	US	have	now	been	over	for	decades,	after	all,12	and	while	the	consolidation	of	media	into	a	handful	of	conglomerates	has	not	stopped	since	the	massive	deregulatory	push	from	the	1980s,	the	news	media	and	its	workers	face	a	perpetual	crisis	that	makes	the	allocation	of	resources	to	diversity	initiatives	almost	unthinkable.	As	dailies	fold	or	contract	their	personnel	across	the	United	States,	the	insistence	on	representation	might	not	seem	worthy	of	attention,	much	less	action,	to	management.	After	all,	it	was	already	tried	before	and	the	numbers	are	not	any	closer	to	demographic	parity.13		 	And	yet,	the	issue	of	representation	continues	to	be	highly	charged,	highly	visible	in	professional	and	academic	circles,14	and	a	matter	of	difficult,	sometimes	painful	conversations	that	reveal	a	long	history	of	exclusion	and	sometimes,	of	












































                                                        27.	Carey,	“The	Problem	of	Journalism	History,”	3.		
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fostering	of	community	through	the	construction	of	shared	meaning,	rather	than	on	the	linear	exchange	of	information.	Says	Carey:	“It	[the	ritual	view	of	communication]	sees	the	original	or	highest	manifestation	of	communication	not	in	the	transmission	of	intelligent	information	but	in	the	construction	and	maintenance	of	an	ordered,	meaningful	cultural	world	that	can	serve	as	a	control	and	container	for	human	action.”28			In	his	seminal	work,	Carey	invited	historians	to	focus	on	journalism	not	merely	as	a	vehicle	for	the	delivery	of	information	to	a	mass	audience,	but	as	a	means	for	society	to	capture	and	reconstitute	the	complexity	of	social	life.	Under	that	purview,	the	evolution	of	certain	practices	and	techniques	that	go	into	producing	media	contents,	from	the	assignment	of	beats	to	the	nut	graf,	as	well	as	the	experiences	of	news	workers,	can	be	historicized	and	subjected	to	the	same	type	of	analysis	that	other	forms	of	expression	had	already	been	subjected	to.29	This	perspective	went	on	to	inform	an	entire	branch	of	journalism	studies,	commonly	grouped	in	mapping	the	field	as	the	“cultural	analysis”	of	journalism.30	





                                                        	31.	Recent	examples	of	this	type	of	work	include:	John	Nerone	and	Kevin	G.	Barnhurst,	“US	newspaper	types,	the	newsroom,	and	the	division	of	labor,	1750–2000,”	Journalism	Studies	4,	no.	4	(2004),	435-449	Will	Mari,	“An	Enduring	Ethos:	Journalism	Textbooks	and	Public	Service,”	Journalism	Practice	9,	no.	5	(2015),	687-703.	Will	Mari,	“‘Bright	and	Inviolate’:	Editorial–Business	Divides	in	Early	Twentieth-Century	Journalism	Textbooks,”	American	Journalism	31,	no.	3	(2014),	378-399.		32.	David	Paul	Nord,	“A	Plea	for	Journalism	History,”	Journalism	History	15,	no.	1	(1988),	10.		
 24 
Journalism	or	journalist	history?	In	the	decades	since	the	original	publication	of	Carey’s	landmark	essay,	the	resurgence	of	theory	as	a	subject	of	debate	in	journalism	history	has	brought	culture	to	the	forefront	of	scholarly	debates	on	the	future	of	the	field.	Researchers	have	proposed	various	ways	to	bring	the	notions	of	“culture”	and	“consciousness”	into	the	ongoing	study	of	journalism	history.	In	some	cases,	the	prescribed	path		concepts	and	analytical	models	from	cultural	analysis	and	applies	them	to	the	development	of	stylistic	devices	or	components	of	news	work.34	Proposed	paths	to	apprehend	these	diffuse	concepts	have	gone	from	the	execution	of	longitudinal	content	analyses	spanning	hundreds	of	years,	to	a	renewed	institutionalism—an	approach	that	has	been	adopted	for	this	project,	and	which	will	be	detailed	in	a	future	section.35		In	other	works,	Carey’s	seminal	essay	is	revisited	in	the	search	for	clues	on	how	to	operationalize	his	theoretical	proposals.	In	a	collaborative	essay	that	featured	a	variety	of	approaches	to	incorporating	more	theory	in	journalism	history,	Amber	Roessner	posited	a	path	that	was	both	clarifying	and	faithful	to	Carey’s	work.	In	her	piece,	she	claims	that	the	key	to	“doing”	cultural	history	might	be	




                                                        36.	Amber	Roessner,	Rick	Popp,	Brian	Creech	and	Fred	Blevens,	“‘A	Measure	of	Theory?’:	Considering	the	Role	of	Theory	in	Media	History.”	American	Journalism	30,	no.	2	(2013),	260-278.			37.	Raymond	Williams,	Marxismo	y	Literatura,	trad.	Pablo	di	Masso	(Barcelona:	Península,	2000).		38.	Roessner	et	al.,	“‘A	Measure	of	Theory?’,”	263.		39.	Ibid.		
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cultural	influences	have	shaped	the	adoption	of	certain	technologies	and	the	evolution	of	particular	styles	and	genres.40	Others,	more	in	line	with	the	goals	of	this	dissertation,	have	zeroed	in	on	the	lived	experiences	of	news	workers,	looking	at	how	their	membership	in	a	field	with	porous	borders	and	a	work	output	that	is	highly	visible	and	subject	to	scrutiny,	understand	their	field	and	their	position	in	it.41	These	works	add	to	the	growing	scholarly	interest	on	the	inner	lives	of	journalists	and	the	role	of	affect	in	journalism.42		This	close	look	at	the	experiences	of	the	idea	of	“consciousness”	takes	a	different	connotation.	From	the	classic	work	of	W.E.B.	DuBois	and	the	“double	consciousness”	to	more	recent	Chicano	and	Latino	studies	scholarship	that	builds	on	the	idea	of	borders	and	borderlands	as	a	state	of	being	for	individuals	with	fragmented	identities,	scholars	have	long	reflected	on	how	members	of	racialized	groups	working	in	spaces	where	they	are	in	the	minority	have	to	carry	the	burden	of	having	to	represent	their	entire	ethnic	group	while	facing	unconscious	biases	and	prejudice.43	An	oral	history	research	project,	this	dissertation	is	focused	on	recording	not	only	the	historical	facts	that	surrounded	the	creation	of	NAHJ,	but	it	





                                                        44.	John	D.	Stevens	and	Hazel	Dicken	Garcia,	Communication	History	(London:	Sage,	1983).	
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on	theory	from	sociology45	and	political	science46	to	try	to	explain	continuity	and	change	in	how	news	are	reported	and	distributed.		This	particular	research	is	focused	on	an	organization	created	with	the	mission	of	boosting	the	status	of	an	underrepresented	group	in	newsrooms	of	different	types,	located	all	over	the	country.	In	addressing	such	a	wide	range	of	stakeholders,	the	study	of	the	emergence	and	performance	of	NAHJ	and	similar	organizations	falls	under	the	institutionalist	approach	to	media	sociology	and	media	history.	In	the	hierarchy	of	influences	heuristic	in	widespread	use	among	students	of	media	sociology,47	this	would	be	equivalent	to	the	meso-level,	extra-	or	inter-organizational	level	of	influences	on	news	content.	At	its	most	broad,	these	perspectives	of	media	and	journalism	portray	the	field	as	a	mostly	homogeneous,	coherent	social	institution	with	coherent	norms	for	“adequate	behavior	and	a	repertoire	of	“scripts,	categories	and	models”	that	are	employed	by	individual	actors	in	navigating	everyday	life	and	work.48	While	different	institutional	approaches	to	the	study	of	politics	and	other	realms	of	public	










                                                        52.	To	establish	the	theoretical	framework	of	this	dissertation,	I	draw	from	multiple	sources	that	work	under	an	institutional	perspective	of	national	news	media	ecosystems.					
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organizations;	or	of	journalists	who	have	organized	around	a	particular	identity	to	reshape	the	entirety	of	journalism	as	an	institution	or	field.	This	gap	in	the	literature	could	be	a	product	of	several	reasons.	On	one	hand,	the	traditional,	normative	notion	of	journalism	and	journalistic	work	would	find	attempts	to	change	professional	norms	too	deviant	to	entertain	seriously.53	From	the	critical	side,	the	idea	of	professionals	changing	a	system	without	a	major	change	to	commercial	media	systems	would	seem	superficial	or	merely	cosmetic.54	The	third	caveat	pertains	to	methodology:	detailed	data	on	the	lives	and	experiences	of	journalists	beyond	their	published	works	are	hard	to	obtain.	The	study	of	how	journalists	have	organized	to	achieve	collective	goals	would	necessarily	go	beyond	their	work	routines	and	output.	This	would	include	works	that	look	at	that	actions	that	might	be	performed	outside	of	working	hours—and	would	not	be	observable	in	a	“general”	newsroom	ethnography	or	captured	by	analyzing	stories	or	commentary	from	op-eds	or	social	media	posts.	This	is	not	to	say	there	is	no	research	on	journalists	from	underrepresented	communities.	There	are	indeed	pieces	on	the	experiences	of	journalists	as	workers,	women,	and	as	professionals	of	underrepresented	groups.55	But	this	literature	has	
                                                        53.	Robert	Hackett.	“Journalism	of	Peace,”	Peace	Studies	(2009).		54.	For	an	example	of	this	type	of	critique,	see	Rodney	Benson,	“American	journalism	and	the	politics	of	diversity,”	Media,	Culture	&	Society	27,	no.	1	(2005),	5-20.	The	theories	of	media	that	position	news	practices	as	captured	by	capital	would	certainly	dismiss	any	efforts	to	diversify	newsrooms	as	a	cosmetic	at	best,	and	at	worst,	an	appropriation	of	the	moral	imperative	for	reparative	justice	for	commercial	ends.		55.	It	is	notable	that	several	of	these	examples	are	among	the	few	published	works	on	journalism	history	that	center	oral	sources—even	if	not	all	these	works	are	
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tended	to	be	fragmentary,	with	minimal,	if	any	follow-up	to	one-off	studies	of	how	journalists	of	color	recount	their	experiences	and	express	their	attitudes	about	their	situation	in	American	newsrooms	or	case	studies	of	how	newsrooms	deal	with	diversity,	if	at	all.	Many	such	writings	are	“gray	literature”—reports	and	other	publications	produced	by	non-profits	and	think	tanks.			An	even	smaller	niche	in	the	literature	addresses	journalist-activism	and	journalist	organizations.	These	include	the	constituting	of	interest	groups	comprised	of	journalists	attempting	to	elevate	their	position	or	defend	their	autonomy	vis-à-vis	other	social	actors,	like	the	corporations	or	the	government.	as	well	as	attempts	by	women,	African	American	and	other	underrepresented	groups	who	have	attempted	to	change	the	demographic	composition	of	media	organizations	or	challenge	practices	perceived	to	be	damaging	to	their	communities.	When	applied	to	news,	the	latter	would	represent	an	extension	of	the	“media	justice”	sub-category	identified	by	Philip	Napoli	in	his	review	of	media	activism	and	social	movements.	These	works,	mostly	historical	in	perspective,	with	a	few	contemporary	examples	that	employ	ethnographic	methods,	have	looked	at	the	way	in	which	journalists	(and	sometimes	other	categories	of	workers)	have	joined	forces	to	
                                                        explicitly	built	on	oral	history.	These	include	Bonnie	Brennen,	“Toward	a	History	of	Labor	and	News	Work,”	The	Journal	of	American	History	83,	no.	2	(1996),	572.	Carolyn	M.	Byerly	and	Catherine	A.	Warren,	“At	the	margins	of	center:	Organized	protest	in	the	newsroom,”	Critical	Studies	in	Media	Communication	13,	no	1	(1996)	p.	1-23.	Holly	Slay	and	Delmonize	Smith,	“Professional	identity	construction:	Using	narrative	to	understand	the	negotiation	of	professional	and	stigmatized	cultural	identities,”	Human	Relations	64,	no.	1	(2011),	85-107.		
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defend	their	autonomy	against	attempts	by	the	state	or	other	entities	to	intervene	their	work.56	Some	of	these	works	have	taken	an	implicit	social	movement	perspective	by	focusing	on	strategy	and	resources,	as	well	as	on	the	construction	of	coalitions	across	ethnic	lines	or	international	borders.	Exemplars	of	this	approach	include	research	on	the	establishment	of	transnational	connections	among	journalists	and	with	other	stakeholders	(human	rights	groups,	etc.)	as	well	as	attempts	to	create	regional	and	global	networks	of	media	workers.57	Other	works	within	the	journalism	history	umbrella	have	focused	in	a	specific	aspect	of	organizing	(e.g.	the	framing	of	contentious	issues;	their	foundational	identity)	by	analyzing	the	content	of	their	communications	and	ephemera.58		






































                                                        	72.	Byerly	and	Warren,	“At	the	margins	of	center.”	Gwyneth	Mellinger,	“Rekindling	the	Fire:	The	Compromise	that	Initiated	the	Formal	Integration	of	Daily	Newspaper	Newsrooms”	American	Journalism	25,	no.	3	(2008),	97-126.		73.	As	of	2018,	oral	history	interviews	no	longer	require	IRB	approval,	according	to	revised	federal	guidelines.	See:	Federal	Policy	for	the	Protection	of	Human	Subjects,	
 41 
The	term	“oral	history”	is	variously	used	in	reference	to	a	research	method	based	on	in-depth	interviewing,	the	set	of	theoretical	precepts	that	explain	and	support	its	use	in	scholarship	and	the	historical	document	that	results	from	these	interactions,	as	well	as	the	interdisciplinary	professional	field	that	promotes	its	use.74	From	its	introduction	in	the	early	20th	century,	the	increased	accessibility	and	portability	of	recording	technology	has	democratized	its	use—going	from	being	a	platform	to	record	the	views	and	remembrances	of	political	and	business	elites	to	a	multitude	of	uses,	including	expanding	to	the	preservation	of	history	and	oral	tradition	for	academic	research,	among	other	uses.		While	the	many	uses	of	the	term	oral	history	are	testament	to	the	versatility	of	this	methodology,	this	can	lead	to	some	confusion	on	what	exactly	differentiates	this	type	of	research	methods	that	involve	guided	interactions,	and	at	the	same	time	how	it	can	be	set	apart	from	other	types	of	historical	evidence.	For	clarity,	I	will	work	under	the	following	practical	definition,	based	on	the	foundational	work	of	Valerie	Yow	and	Trevor	Lummis,	as	well	as	the	best	practices	recommended	of	the	Oral	History	Association:	an	oral	history	is	a	record—in	this	case,	video	and	audio	recordings	and	transcriptions—of	personal	narratives,	elicited	through	




                                                        75.	Paul	Thompson,	The	Voice	of	the	Past:	Oral	History	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	1990),	6.		
 43 
of	oral	history	to	put	underrepresented	groups	and	identities	“on	the	record”	extends	to	the	field	of	journalism	history,	where	the	focus	of	scholarship	has	been	on	institutions	and	elites	at	the	expense	of	recording	the	lives,	careers	and	experiences	of	rank-and-file	reporters	and	other	media.	“Journalism	history”	has	for	the	most	part	not	been	“journalist	history.”76	Compared	to	“traditional”	historical	sources,	usually	thought	of	as	documents	found	in	institutional	archives,	interviews	as	recorded	speech	provide	cues	and	clues	that	would	not	make	the	final	draft	of	a	letter	or	memo.77	The	orality	and	narrative	structure	of	interviews	adds	many	layers	of	meaning	that	get	lost	or	distorted	on	paper:	informants	hesitate,	stop	to	try	to	remember	and	address	contradictions	and	gaps	in	the	story	as	they	go.	They	shift	their	intonation	and	volume	when	revisiting	a	particularly	emotional	stage	of	their	lives.	They	code	switch—other	languages,	slangs,	particular	phrases,	nicknames,	proverbs—all	of	this	contributes	to	capturing	the	hidden	layers	of	the	“structure	of	feeling”	beyond	their	own	description	of	the	events.	Mistakes,	gaps	in	memory,	changes	in	rhythm—some	of	the	main	objections	from	critics	of	interviews	as	historical	evidence—can	actually	add	key	information	that	would	be	missing	in	correspondence	or	autobiographical	text.	Capturing	the	interaction	on	video,	as	I	




                                                        	78.	Luisa	Passerini,	“Work	ideology	and	consensus	under	Italian	fascism,”	in	eds.	Robert	Perks	and	Alistair	Thomson,	The	Oral	History	Reader,	First	Edition.	(London:	Routledge,	1998),	54.		79.	Portelli,	“What	makes	oral	history	different,”	38.		80.	Ibid,	40.		
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Oral	history	interviews,	like	other	research	techniques	and	methodologies	based	on	recording	“thick”	descriptions	of	human	practices	and	experiences,	are	also	related	to	epistemologies	that	privilege	the	spoken	word,	interpersonal	relationships	and	oral	tradition.	The	centering	of	informants’	examinations	of	their	own	lives	and	contexts	is	a	central	feature	of	studies	that	privilege	feminist	and	postcolonial	analytical	frameworks,	as	in	the	case	of	Chicanx	studies81	and	in	folklore	studies,	among	other	connected	fields.		One	final	aspect	that	I	would	like	to	highlight	about	oral	history	vis-à-vis	other	closely	related	methods,	is	its	emphasis	on	the	“historicity”	of	each	interview.	While	oral	history	interviews	share	some	the	same	general	principles	and	even	many	basic	features	and	best	practices	of	life	history	interviews	and	other	ethnographic	methods,	their	primary	end	goal	is	to	produce	a	record	that	can	be	publicly	available	for	posterity,	beyond	the	short-term	research	objectives.	This	means	that	each	interview	is	meant	to	preserve	information	about	specific,	unique	and	identifiable	individuals	rather	than	generic	cases	to	be	combined	with	other	data	in	the	search	for	generalities.	Oral	history	records	are	thus	not	anonymized,	except	on	very	special	cases	where	the	privacy	is	necessary	to	protect	the	interviewees	from	harm.	On	the	contrary,	it	is	encouraged	for	researchers	to	compile	as	much	specific	information	as	possible	for	each	informant.	As	part	of	the	
























































                                                        98.	Normative	theories	of	the	press	have	long	considered	the	faithful	representation	of	a	community’s	constituencies	as	a	core	component	of	journalistic	social	responsibility.	As	decades	of	content	analyses	have	shown,	the	representation	of	marginalized	groups	has	historically	been	dismal	in	the	newsrooms,	on	the	pages	and	on	the	screens.	See:	Maggie	Rivas-Rodriguez,	“Communities,	Cultural	Identity	and	the	News,”	in	Changing	the	News:	The	Forces	
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In	the	decades	preceding	the	formation	of	NAHJ	and	its	equivalents	for	other	underrepresented	identity	groups,	several	social	changes	had	started	to	put	pressure	on	fields	of	cultural	production.	On	one	end	of	the	spectrum,	women,	African	American,	Latinx	and	Native	American	activists	had	been	advocating	for	changes	in	the	portrayals	of	their	communities,	and	in	some	cases,	arguing	for	inclusive	hiring.	Closer	to	the	center	of	power,	critics	in	academia,	government	and	the	publishing	industry	itself—think	of	the	Hutchins	and	Kerner	Commissions—had	also	been	calling	for	change	through	white	papers	and	reports	that	advocated	for	a	changed	attitude	toward	race.		This	chapter	focuses	on	the	points	were	“Latino	history”	and	“journalism	history”99	converged	in	a	time	where	race,	ethnicity	and	identity	in	general	were	at	the	forefront	of	US	politics,	and	when	the	notion	of	Latinidad	made	its	big	entrance	into	the	American	consciousness.	I	present	a	broad	overview	of	Latinos/as	in	the	American	news	media	in	the	decades	preceding	the	emergence	of	the	organization	in	1984.	The	1960s	and	1970s	fall	in	the	latter	part	of	what	has	been	called	the	“high	modernist”	era	of	American	journalism.100	These	were	the	decades	in	which	the	dominant	contemporary	norms,	structure	and	routines	that	characterize	the	profession	had	already	become	consolidated	and	were	balanced	with	commercial	


































































                                                        126.	Mellinger,	Chasing	Newsroom	Diversity,	74.			127.	The	1982	convention	proceedings	of	ASNE	show	a	section	for	a	“Subcommittee	on	Hispanics.”			128.	As	stated	in	several	passages	of	this	dissertation,	the	goal	of	achieving	demographic	parity	with	the	United	States	by	2000	did	not	pan	out,	and	ASNE	postponed	the	benchmark	to	2025.	
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(later	renamed	the	Michele	Clark	Fellowship	Program)	in	1968.	The	program,	housed	at	Columbia	University	and	directed	at	its	onset	by	legendary	See	It	Now	producer	Fred	Friendly	provided	prospective	journalists	of	color	with	an	intensive	training	regime,	looking	to	facilitate	their	break	or	transition	into	news	media.129	Friendly,	a	former	executive	at	CBS	News,	had	by	then	moved	to	higher	education	as	a	faculty	member	at	Columbia	and	had	a	history	of	collaborating	with	philanthropic	entities	in	what	became	the	fledging	“diversity”	field.	In	this	particular	venture,	he	worked	closely	with	the	Ford	Foundation.130	After	eight	years,	the	Columbia	Summer	Program	lost	support	from	its	corporate	partners.	Some	of	its	core	champions,	including	Robert	Maynard	and	CCNMA’s	own	Frank	Sotomayor	took	the	training	initiative	to	the	University	of	California,	Berkeley,	where	it	eventually	provided	the	foundation	for	the	Institute	for	Journalism	Education,	later	renamed	the	Maynard	Institute	for	Journalism	Education	(MIJE).131		






















                                                        135.	While	the	1982	National	Hispanic	Media	Convention	held	in	San	Diego	is	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	first	gathering	of	its	type	in	writings	about	NAHJ’s	formation,	it	was	preceded	by	a	Spanish-language	media	conference	held	in	Los	Angeles	in	September	of	the	same	year.		
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youth	in	the	weeks	leading	to	the	“Zoot	Suit	Riots”	of	1943.136	The	history	of	Latinx	portrayals	in	film	and	television	fiction	has	been	equally	problematic.137		The	marginal	situation	of	Mexican	Americans	in	Los	Angeles	is	a	local	equivalent	to	the	broader	exclusion	of	Latino	communities	from	the	centers	of	political,	economic	and	cultural	power	across	the	US,	covered	in	the	previous	chapter.	By	the	mid-20th	century,	the	city,	which	grew	from	a	small	Mexican	outpost	centered	around	historic	Olvera	Street	to	today’s	Southern	California	megalopolis,	was	segregated	and	offered	few	opportunities	for	social	mobility.	The	bulk	of	the	Mexican	American	population	was	concentrated	in	working	class	and	impoverished	areas	east	of	downtown	Los	Angeles,	with	limited	amenities.	The	community’s	relation	to	governmental	institutions	like	schools	and	the	police	were	
























                                                        145.	In	an	interview	with	Bob	Navarro	for	KNXT-TV,	in	Los	Angeles,	Salazar	defended	his	claim	that	reporters	could	advocate	for	their	community	just	like	the	“general	media”	advocated	for	the	pervasive	“economy”	and	“way	of	life.”	See:	“Slain	Latino	Journalist	Rubén	Salazar,	Killed	40	Years	Ago	in	Police	Attack,	Remembered	as	Champion	of	Chicano	Rights,”	Democracy	Now.	(2010,	August	31).	Retrieved	from:	https://www.democracynow.org/2010/8/31/slain_latino_journalist_ruben_salazar_killed		
 84 
former	executive	director	of	CCNMA,	right	before	his	death	Salazar	was	working	to	create	a	National	Chicano	Media	Association.146	CCNMA’s	connection	to	the	East	LA	Blowouts,	the	Chicano	Moratorium	and	Ruben	Salazar’s	life	and	career	are	deeper	than	just	a	name	or	an	affiliation.	First,	the	life	and	work	of	Rubén	Salazar	were	for	some	of	the	early	organizers	a	first	link	to	the	world	of	media	and	journalism.	At	a	time	when	Spanish-surnamed	bylines	in	mainstream,	English-language	publications	were	exceptions,	having	a	Mexican	American	in	such	a	prominent	role	was	inspiring	to	young	Latinas/os	seeking	to	enter	the	field.	Some	of	those	who	went	on	to	found	CCNMA	and	NAHJ	said	they	considered	Salazar	a	role	model	in	their	early	careers.	His	late-career	shift	toward	criticism	of	what	he	saw	as	an	insufficient	coverage	of	Mexican	Americans	gave	his	visibility	a	new	meaning.	Salazar	was	an	example	of	an	experienced,	prolific	reporter	who	was	able	to	engage	critically	with	journalistic	norms,	speaking	on	behalf	of	community	that	was	otherwise	invisible.	He	was	eventually	memorialized	by	CCNMA,	when	the	organization’s	main	journalism	awards	were	named	after	him.147		
                                                        	146.	Ibid.					147.	This	is	not	the	only	journalism	award	named	after	Salazar.	UnidosUS	(formerly	the	National	Council	for	La	Raza)	has	also	awarded	the	Ruben	Salazar	Award	for	Communications	to	media	and	public	affairs	professionals	who	have	devoted	their	careers	to	highlighting	Latinos/as	and	Latino	issues.	Raul	Yzaguirre,	“Journalists	Remember	Ruben	Salazar”	USA	Today	(2014,	April	6).	Retrieved	from:	https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2014/04/06/ruben-salazar-hispanics-mexican-america-column/7270091/.					
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The	Blowouts	and	Moratorium,	as	the	most	visible	acts	of	protest	against	the	discrimination	of	Mexican	Americans,	were	also	part	of	the	convulsed	social	climate	that	brought	issues	of	race	and	ethnicity	to	the	forefront	of	public	debate	in	the	second	half	of	the	sixties.	Just	like	the	American	Society	of	Newspaper	Editors		and	its	member	publications	moved	to	respond	to	the	episodes	of	unrest	that	impacted	several	cities	in	the	US	in	the	mid	to	late	sixties	with	a	series	of	initiatives	to	promote	inclusion,148	media	companies	in	Los	Angeles	pursued	their	own	efforts	to	bring	in	journalists	of	color,	but	with	the	added	visibility	of	Chicanos	as	the	largest	“minority”	group.	In	the	years	leading	up	to	the	foundation	of	CCNMA,	several	television	stations	and	the	Los	Angeles	Times	had	been	actively	recruiting	Mexican	Americans	to	support	their	coverage	of	their	community.	This	was	a	deliberate	project	to	have	at	least	one	Latino	journalist	in	their	ranks.		Two	CCNMA	members	recalled	being	recruited	to	local	television	stations	at	the	turn	of	the	decade.	One	of	them	was	Frank	Cruz,	the	former	Lincoln	High	teacher.	By	1970,	Cruz,	a	history	professor	at	California	State	University,	Long	Beach,	had	some	connections	to	the	local	media	and	on-screen	experience.	In	1969,	he	was	recruited	to	host	and	act	as	one	of	the	expert	sources	in	Chicano,	an	award-winning	documentary	series	broadcast	by	NBC.	The	series	presented	different	
                                                        148.	As	mentioned	in	the	previous	chapter,	the	ASNE	and	other	organizations	started	debating	the	implementation	of	diversity	initiatives	in	the	aftermath	of	the	Kerner	Commission	report.	Even	though	the	biggest	decisions	would	not	come	until	the	late	seventies,	the	ball	was	already	rolling	through	the	previous	decade.	For	more,	see	Mellinger,	Chasing	Newsroom	Diversity.	
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topics	related	to	Mexican	American	history	and	culture,	a	topic	that	had	been	rarely	addressed	on	television	until	then.149	The	news	director	of	ABC	Channel	7	saw	it,	and	he	called	my	office	at	Long	Beach	State	University.	He	said,	“Mr.	Cruz,	would	you	be	interested	in	news?”	and	I	said	“Sir,	I've	never	taken	a	journalism	course	in	my	life.	I'm	an	academic,	I'm	a	historian,	I	teach	history.”	And	he	said	“Well	[…]	you	know,	why	don't	you	come	in	and	talk	to	me	in	downtown	Los	Angeles	at	ABC	headquarters	about	journalism?”	So	I	went	in	and,	you	know,	I've	always	had	a	very	entrepreneurial	spirit	that	I	learned	from	my	mom…			[…]		…He	said,	“You	know,	we	want	to	go	after	the	Hispanic	demographic	here	in	the	Los	Angeles	area.”	He	said,	“You	speak	the	language.	I	saw	some	of	the	subject	matters	that	you	did	on	that	NBC	series	on	the	Mexican	War	and	on	immigration,	the	movements	back	and	forth,	and	that's	what	I	would	like	you	to	do	here…”150		Henry	Alfaro	was	another	CCNMA	founder	who	was	“poached”	from	a	different	professional	field	during	this	hiring	spurt.	He	went	from	advertising	and	PR	to	a	reporting	job	at	another	of	Los	Angeles’	stations	roughly	at	the	same	time—and	he	was	also	recruited	specifically	as	a	Mexican	American	journalist.	It	should	be	noted	that	both	Cruz	and	Alfaro	had	been	in	their	respective	fields	for	several	years,	and	neither	attempted	to	go	for	a	journalism	career	right	after	college.	Alfaro	recalled,	from	the	time	he	was	recruited	into	KNBC:				






                                                        151.	Henry	Alfaro,	Skype	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	March	14,	2018,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.		152.	The	timing	and	manner	in	which	these	hires	were	made	is	reminiscent	of	the	“riot	hires”	of	the	mid-to-late	sixties,	when	an	unprecedented	number	of	African	American	journalists	were	added	to	newsrooms	in	national	publications	and	in	cities	with	substantial	Black	populations.			
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for	KMEX,	the	station	that	would	go	on	to	become	a	flagship	station	of	Spanish	International	Network,	now	Univision.		This	unprecedented	level	of	representation	in	local	media,	at	least	compared	to	the	almost	total	exclusion	of	years	prior,	was	still	no	panacea.	Mexican	American	journalists	continued	to	feel	both	hyper-visible	and	condescended	to	in	their	roles	as	professionals.	In	sorting	workplace	politics	as	members	of	an	ethnic	(and	in	some	cases,	language)	minority,	seasoned	and	new	reporters	alike	found	themselves	having	to	negotiate	the	advantages	of	being	insiders	in	a	culture	that	was	impenetrable	for	Anglo	journalists	while	avoiding	being	pigeonholed	as	single-issue	writers.	They	were	trying	to	avoid	being	trapped	in	the	“taco	beat.”153	Partly	by	virtue	of	being	a	very	small	and	very	new	community,	it	was	easy	for	Latino	journalists	to	find	each	other	in	Los	Angeles.	And	eventually,	some	Mexican	American	reporters	started	to	gather	periodically	to	discuss	the	everyday	happenings	and	vent	their	frustrations.	After	convening	for	the	first	few	times,	the	first	headquarters	of	sorts	was	secured:	the	office	of	civil	rights	attorney	Herman	Sillas	on	Third	Street,	easily	accessible	to	journalists	who	worked	around	downtown	Los	Angeles.	By	this	point,	Sillas	had	already	cemented	a	prominent	role	in	Chicano	activism.	He	represented	teacher-activist	Sal	Castro	in	the	lawsuit	to	
                                                        153.	This	was	a	recurrent	claim	in	several	of	my	interviews	with	NAHJ	founders.	The	specific	term	“taco	beat”	emerged	multiple	times.	Maclovio	Perez,	video	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	Corpus	Christi,	TX,	April	14,	2017,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.			
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reinstate	his	job	after	the	East	L.A.	School	Walkouts	of	1968.154	Frank	Cruz,	one	of	the	founders	of	CCNMA	and	a	historian-cum-reporter,	was	a	teacher	at	Lincoln	High	School	the	time	of	the	walkouts,	and	met	Sillas	after	being	summoned	a	one	of	Sal	Castro’s	character	witnesses.	Initially,	these	meetings	were	informal,	little	more	than	an	opportunity	to	discuss	the	goings	on	of	the	industry	and	to	share	advice	on	how	to	overcome	obstacles	inherent	to	their	position	as	minorities.	Frank	Cruz,	who	in	a	matter	of	five	years	went	from	high	school	teacher	to	college	instructor	and	eventually	a	reporter	for	KABC-TV,	said	that	the	field,	while	more	inclusive	than	ever	before,	was	still	largely	closed.	As	hiring	practices	were	largely	guided	by	preexisting	social	and	professional	relationships,	members	of	underrepresented	groups	were	at	a	disadvantage	when	it	came	to	social	support	or	mentoring	opportunities.	For	the	newspapers	and	stations	doing	the	hiring,	working	with	Mexican	American	journalists	was	also	breaking	new	ground,	and	there	were	no	structures	in	place	to	support	their	professional	development.		…Each	news	department	had	its	own	set	of	obstacles	and	hurdles.	You	got	to	remember	the	news	departments	up	to	that	time	were	very	closed	environments,	if	you	will.	You	joined	a	union	and	then	you	brought	your	cousin	in	as	an	editor,	a	cameraman,	as	a	sound	person…	It	was,	you	know…	you	brought	people	in	that	you	knew,	that	were	relatives	and	so	forth.	And	you	have	to	remember	at	the	time	they	thought	they	knew	who	their	demographics	were.	That's	who	they	wrote	news	for	or	shop	news	for…	For	the	audiences	that	they	felt	that	they	were	catering	to.155		
                                                        154.	Frank	Cruz,	phone	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	April	15,	2018,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.		155.	Ibid.	
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While	the	spurt	of	Mexican	American	hires	can	be	seen	as	evidence	of	the	interest	of	Los	Angeles	media	management’s	interest	in	incorporating	new	voices	to	their	coverage,	the	reality	on	the	ground	was	not	as	rosy.	As	newcomers	to	the	field,	and	as	the	only	Chicanos	in	their	respective	companies,	newly	minted	journalists	like	Cruz,	Henry	Alfaro	and	those	who	followed	them	had	to	deal	with	a	newsroom	culture	that	habitually	put	them	on	the	defensive.	Ironically,	although	they	were	often	hired	explicitly	to	cover	the	Latino	community	in	Los	Angeles,	they	were	often	put	in	the	position	of	having	to	justify	their	coverage	of	certain	issues,	or	in	the	case	of	broadcast	journalist,	had	to	work	with	staff	who	did	not	feel	comfortable	working	in	Mexican	American	communities.	In	addition	to	providing	an	escape	valve	for	the	everyday	frustrations	and	tribulations	of	Chicano	journalists,	the	initial	meetings	of	the	group	that	would	go	on	to	become	CCNMA	resulted	in	the	development	of	a	communal	“brain	trust.”	Participants	would	strategize	about	how	to	sensitize	their	colleagues	and	superiors	about	the	relevance	of	covering	the	precarious	position	of	many	Latinos	in	education,	politics	and	health.	In	that	way,	they	acted	as	ambassadors	of	the	community,	according	to	Cruz.	Prior	to	1971	the	coverage	was,	you	know,	aimed	at	a	different	demographic.	They	all	thought	that,	you	know,	the	majority	of	the	people	were	white,	they	were	Anglo	Saxon,	they	lived	in	the	west	side	of	Los	Angeles	and	that	was	the	important	part…	And	we	would	try	to	spin	it	and	say	“Look,	there's	people	out	in	the	other	part	of	town	who,	you	know,	are	building	buildings,	they're	involved	in	the	economy,	you	know…	They're,	you	know,	providing	services	at	the	hospitals,	at	the	hotels,	at	the	restaurants.	They're	building	your	homes.	Construction	is	going	on,	take	a	look	at	that.”	So	it	was	a	matter	of	educating	in	that	sense.	It	wasn't	easy,	trust	me.156		

















                                                        163.	Norma	Sosa,	video	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	Ontario,	CA,	March	10,	2017,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.		164.	Gutierrez	interview.	
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with	a	barebones	staff,165	in	1978	CCNMA	obtained	its	first	major	grant,	amounting	to	more	than	$50,000	from	the	Gannett	Foundation.166	These	funds	allowed	the	fledging	group	to	hire	Felix	Gutierrez	as	a	full-time	executive	director	and	expand	their	program	of	activities.		This	infusion	of	funds	was	transformational	to	the	organization.	In	addition	to	a	yearly	banquet	that	raised	money	for	college	scholarships,	the	organization	was	able	to	start	new	programs—some	of	them	the	first	of	kind	for	US	Latino	journalists.167	By	the	turn	of	the	decade,	the	organization	had	a	telephone	job	bank,	a	periodic	newsletter	that	alerted	members	of	job	and	professional	development	opportunities	and	the	Job	Opportunities	Conference	(JOC),	a	recurring	job	fair	that	attracted	recruiters	from	national	publications	who	were	interested	in	recruiting	journalists	of	color.168	These	activities	expanded	the	reach	and	awareness	of	CCNMA	beyond	Los	Angeles.	A	number	of	local	chapters	were	eventually	started	in	other	parts	of	
                                                        	165.	Gutierrez	interview.	After	a	few	years,	Andrea	Cano	went	from	first	full	time	executive	director	to	unpaid	volunteer,	and	eventually	left	the	organization	in	1977.		166.	Gerald	Sass,	video	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	Marana,	AZ,	March	18,	2017,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.	A	key	link	between	CCNMA	and	the	philanthropic	arm	of	national	news	media	was	Frank	Sotomayor,	an	editor	at	the	Los	Angeles	Times	who	was	both	an	early	member	of	the	California	Chicano	organization	and	a	participant	in	some	of	the	precursors	to	the	Maynard	Institute.		167.	Moran	interview.		168.	Frank	Cota-Robles	Newton,	video	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	Chula	Vista,	CA,	January	10,	2017,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.		
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California,	and	bridges	were	established	with	nascent	organizations	created	by	African	American	and	Asian	American	media	workers,	as	well	as	to	groups	created	by	Latinos	in	other	media	professions.169	The	capital—economic	and	social—of	the	organization	was	on	the	up-and-up,	and	placed	it	in	a	prime	position	to	become	the	epicenter	of	the	movement	toward	a	national	Latino	organization.				









                                                        170.	Charlie	Ericksen	and	Ruben	Treviso,	“Hispanic	Journalists	Make	Their	Move,”	undated	manuscript	for	Nuestro.	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Folder	702.	
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centers	of	political,	cultural	and	economic	power	in	the	East	Coast.	This	process	extended	the	normalization	of	a	pan-ethnic,	national	notion	of	Latinidad	to	the	entire	country,	and	brought	the	representation	of	Hispanic	journalists	to	the	same	position	as	their	African	American	and	Asian	American	counterparts.171	The	greater	complexity	of	the	emerging	organization	was	not	without	its	difficulties.	As	the	nascent	group	expanded	to	include	different	professional	profiles	and	a	variety	of	experiences,	the	internal	debates	over	ethnic	and	professional	identity	were	vibrant,	sometimes	contentious.	While	stability	was	eventually	reached	in	most	of	these	issues,	these	disagreements	sometimes	resulted	in	breaks	and	crises	that	went	on	to	define	how	the	organization	presented	itself	and	journalism	in	its	first	five	years	of	history.		This	chapter	provides	an	account	of	the	formation	of	NAHJ,	primarily	through	the	reminiscences	of	its	founders	and	members	of	the	first	boards	of	directors.	The	recollections	of	informants	point	to	several	key	issues	that	arose	in	the	formation	of	NAHJ,	as	the	organization	took	shape.	The	narrative	starts	with	the	1982	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference	in	San	Diego.	Felix	Gutierrez	and	other	former	and	current	CCNMA	members,	with	the	support	of	the	Gannett	Foundation,	were	given	the	task	of	assembling	a	task	force	of	professionals	from	across	the	US	to	design	a	national	organization.	This	group,	called	the	Ad	Hoc	Committee	for	the	Formation	of	a	National	Association	of	Hispanic	Journalists	convened	a	series	of	meetings	in	different	American	cities	to	gather	insights	on	the	needs	of	Latino	





                                                        172.	Newton	interview.	This	geographical	reference	alludes	to	a	resolution	passed	by	CCNMA,	which	according	to	Frank	Newton	banned	the	use	of	the	organization’s	resources	in	any	area	“east	of	the	Colorado	River.”			173.	ASNE	created	its	first	Committee	on	Diversity	in	1977	and	in	1978	released	its	first	mission	statement	for	inclusion,	including	the	first	stated	goal	of	achieving	parity	with	US	demographics	by	2000.	
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entities	from	the	philanthropic	wing	like	the	Maynard	Institute.	At	this	point,	however,	the	National	Association	of	Black	Journalists	stood	alone	as	the	only	organization	of	journalists	of	color,	and	there	were	few	explicit	allusions	to	other	definitions	of	inclusion	and	diversity	beyond	the	Black/White	divide,	which	was	closer	to	the	reality	of	most	leaders	in	the	field,	especially	at	the	national	level.174	One	informant	remembered	the	exclusion	of	Latino	(and	other	non-African	American)	perspectives	in	such	an	event,	organized	by	the	Gannett	Foundation	in	Chicago:	So	I	was	the	one	Hispanic,	and	three	Asian	Americans,	and	then	there	were	about	20	African	Americans.	So	after	this	thing	is	over,	and	there’s	panel	discussions,	you	know…	People	are	trying	to	wrap	their	heads	around	this…	Lots	of	editors…		Then	the	African	American	journalists	got	together,	and	they	were	kind	of,	I	don’t	know,	I	remember	this	being	like	some	kind	of	room,	they	were	all	sitting	and	they	were	all	kind	of	talking	to	each	other	and	the	Asian	Americans	journalists	and	myself	were	kind	of	on	the	outskirts	of	this.	They’re	talking	about	“We	need	to	do	[this]…”	and	“We	need	to	do	[that]…”	and	I	said,	“Well,	how	about	us?”	One	of	them	turned	around	and	said,	“What	about	you?”	And	I	said,	“We’re	not	African	American,”	and	they	said,	“Go	start	your	own	organization.”	It	made	me	really	angry	at	the	time,	but	after	I	got	over	being	angry	I	realized	he	was	right.	We	had	to	start	our	own	organization,	so	the	NAHJ	thing	kind	of	goes	back	to	that.175			
                                                        	174.	Up	until	1978,	when	the	first	census	of	journalists	of	color	was	conducted,	the	number	of	Latina/o	journalists	was	virtually	negligible,	and	the	notion	of	a	national	Latino	minority	was	not	widespread.	It	is	not	hard	to	assume	that	for	many	leaders	in	American	journalism	any	discussion	about	inclusion	centered	on	African	Americans	in	majority-Anglo	newsrooms.		175.	Maggie	Rivas-Rodriguez,	video	interview	by	Vinicio	Sinta,	Austin,	TX,	January	6,	2017,	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Nettie	Lee	Benson	Latin	American	Collection,	University	of	Texas	Libraries.		
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By	this	point,	CCNMA	was	already	consolidated	in	its	position	as	the	largest	and	most	influential	organization	of	Latina/o	journalists	in	the	nation	perfected	the	“template”	for	build	by	his	predecessors	in	previous	years.	Through	the	support	of	Gerald	Sass,	Vice	President	of	Educational	Initiatives	for	the	Gannett	Foundation,	they	also	had	secured	access	to	funding	and	other	intangible	resources	from	one	of	the	largest	newspaper	chains	in	the	United	States.	The	organization	had	reached	a	degree	of	stability	that	allowed	it	to	extend	its	influence	beyond	Los	Angeles	and	the	other	California	markets	in	California	with	CCNMA	chapters.		In	the	early	eighties,	Latino	media	professionals	across	the	country	started	coalescing	into	local	organizations.	These	smaller	units	reflect	a	microcosm	of	the	diversity	of	experiences	that	would	find	a	platform	in	the	future	national	association.176	They	varied	in	size	and	membership—some	grouped	journalists	of	color,	like	the	Concerned	Media	Professionals	in	Tucson177	and	the	New	Mexico	
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Reunión	in	San	Diego	Getting	a	multi-ethnic	group	of	Latino	journalists	from	all	corners	of	the	US	under	the	same	roof	(twice)	in	1982	represented	an	exponential	leap	forward	in	the	development	of	the	proto-NAHJ	community.	With	support	from	Gerald	Sass	and	seed	money	from	the	Gannett	Foundation,	Latino	journalist-organizers	throughout	the	US	put	together	two	events	in	1982.	The	first,	and	smaller	convention	was	a	National	Spanish-language	Media	Conference	hosted	at	the	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	campus	in	August	20	and	21	of	1982.	The	second,	and	more	momentous,	was	the	first	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference,	which	took	place	at	the	Town	and	Country	Hotel	in	San	Diego	in	December	2-4,	1982.		Both	events	were	predecessors	of	sorts	of	the	yearly	NAHJ	conferences	that	have	taken	place	since	1984,	and	the	process	through	which	they	were	conceived	and	assembled—was	a	test	run	of	the	deliberations	that	led	to	the	creation	of	the	national	organization	two	years	later.	After	a	February	6,	1982,	conclave	attended	by	representatives	from	the	existing	local	groups,179	two	committees	led	by	CCNMA	leaders	were	assembled:	Frank	del	Olmo	and	Frank	Newton	were	given	the	task	of	chairing	and	coordinating	the	larger,	“mainstream,”	conference	in	San	Diego,	while	Rafael	Prieto	and	Cecilia	Alvear	from	La	Opinión	and	CBS,	respectively,	were	tasked	with	planning	the	Spanish-language	journalism	conference	to	take	place	in	the	
                                                        179.	“The	1st	Annual	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference”	(undated	memo),	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Box	702,	Folder	83.	
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summer.180	About	a	third	of	the	organizers,	plus	coordinator	Frank	Newton,	went	on	to	join	the	planning	committee	for	NAHJ	itself.181	According	to	an	undated	manuscript	on	the	emerging	coalition	prepared	by	Charlie	Ericksen	and	Rubén	Treviso	of	Hispanic	Link	News	Service	for	Nuestro	magazine,	the	planning	committee	tailored	the	format	and	contents	of	the	event	to	be	inclusive	of	other	Latino	communities	beyond	Mexican	Americans.	Providing	representation	to	as	broad	possible	a	group	was	a	priority	from	the	very	beginning.	Wrote	Ericksen	and	Treviso:	“one	concern	of	the	planning	body	was	to	ensure	that	Hispanic	journalists	representing	as	many	geographical	areas	and	national-origin	groups	as	possible	be	given	significant	roles	in	the	conference	itself.”182		Minutes	from	the	planning	stage	provide	a	window	into	the	central	concerns	of	Latino	journalists	in	this	early	stage	of	the	process	of	“going	national.”	Notes	from	an	April,	24,	1982	meeting	at	the	University	of	Southern	California	in	Los	




                                                        183.	Minute	for	Planning	Meeting	for	1st	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference,	April	24,	1982,	Los	Angeles.	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Box	702,	Folder	83,	1.	
 107 
foster	greater	awareness	and	understanding	of	Hispanic	media	professionals’	identity	and	common	concerns.”184		In	line	with	the	discussion	on	the	main	objectives	for	the	event,	the	conference	organizers	divided	the	sessions	(called	“workshops”	in	the	minute)	in	“skills”	and	“strategy”	categories.	The	former	provided	practical	skills	for	journalists,	while	the	second	half	covered	broader	ground,	with	some	sessions	focused	on	identity,	ethics,	and	organizing.	The	topics	were	assigned	to	each	committee	member,	who	were	given	the	task	of	developing	a	statement	on	each	field	and	proposing	a	speaker.	In	addition	to	the	committee	members,	who	each	had	expertise	in	many	of	these	topics,	the	roster	of	proposed	speakers	also	included	academics	like	Felix	Gutierrez	and	Jorge	Schement,	two	pioneering	scholars	of	Chicano	and	Latino	news	media.185	The	December	1982	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference	was	a	momentous	event	in	more	than	one	way.186	It	was	by	far	the	largest	convention	of	its	type.	While	the	estimates	of	300	to	375	attendees,	depending	on	the	source,	might	seem	
                                                        184.	Ibid,	2.			185.	Ibid,	5.			186.	There	is	little	documentation	about	the	Spanish-language	conference	in	Los	Angeles	that	preceded	the	“big”	San	Diego	convention,	aside	from	the	name	of	its	keynote	speaker—Manuel	Bustelo,	publisher	of	El	Diario/La	Prensa	(New	York)	and	its	relative	success	in	terms	of	attendance.	The	committee	got	to	organize	a	second	standalone	Spanish-language	conference	organizing	the	following	year	before	its	functions	were	folded	into	the	standard	NAHJ	conventions.	Some	of	its	contents	were	also	taken	over	by	the	yearly	events	of	the	National	Association	of	Hispanic	Publishers	(NAHP),	a	sister	organization.		
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trivial	compared	to	future	NAHJ	conventions,	this	was	unprecedented	for	Latino	media	professionals.187		The	first	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference	was	a	fertile	ground	for	exchange	and	the	development	of	an	identity	for	the	emerging	community	of	practice.	The	conference’s	“Statement	of	Objectives”	highlighted	mutual	support	and	cultural	commonalities	as	its	keystone:			“The	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference	is	an	annual	meeting	of	Hispanics	working	in	news	and	public	affairs	in	order	to	promote	professional	development	and	mutual	support,	and	to	foster	greater	understanding	of	Hispanic	news	media	professionals’	special	cultural	identity,	interests	and	concerns.”188		The	media	workers	in	attendance	had	an	opportunity	to	take	part	in	sessions	that	discussed	the	history	of	their	community	and	their	position	in	the	hierarchies	of	power	in	the	field,	as	well	as	to	strategize	ways	in	which	to	increase	their	visibility.	As	a	storytelling	hub,	the	convention	benefitted	from	the	presence	of	Latino	leaders	with	visibility	at	the	national	level:	among	the	speakers	were	officials	like	Henry	M.	Rivera,	the	first	Hispanic	member	of	the	Federal	Communications	Commission	(FCC)	and	civil	rights	activists	like	Tony	Bonilla,	president	of	the	League	of	United	Latin	American	Citizens	(LULAC)	and	Vilma	S.	
                                                        	187.	“National	Hispanic	Media	Conference	Held	in	San	Diego,”	La	Voz	(May	1983),	15.	“Minute	for	Planning	Meeting…,”	7.	In	interviews,	one	informant	recalled	having	up	to	700	attendees.				188.	“An	Organizational	Plan	for	the	National	Association	of	Hispanic	Journalists,”	Voces	Oral	History	Project,	Box	702,	Folder	83,	1.		
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Martinez,	a	former	president	of	the	Mexican	American	Legal	Defense	and	Educational	Fund	(MALDEF).		For	many,	if	not	most,	attendees,	this	was	their	very	first	participation	at	an	event	that	catered	to	Latino	journalists	and	a	milestone	in	their	personal	and	professional	trajectories.	This	was	even	more	the	case	for	those	who	were	working	out	of	cities	that	had	negligible	numbers	of	English-language	Latino	media	professionals	at	the	time,	like	Rivas	in	Boston	and	Juan	Gonzalez	in	Philadelphia.		“…It	was	really	empowering	to	see	that	many	journalists	that	looked	like	you	and	had	a	last	name	like	you,	and	to	a	different	degree	had	experiences	like	you	(…)	and	who	had	some	of	the	same	issues	in	different	communities.	So,	it	was	kind	of,	like,	how	much	more	obvious	does	it	need	to	be?	There	is	a	critical	mass	here,	and	there	is	work	that	needs	to	get	done,	and	we’re	the	people	that	need	to	do	that.”189	 ---	“It	was	really	exciting	because,	you	know,	when	you're	the	only	person	in	the	entire	city	and	then	suddenly	you	see	all	of	these	folks,	especially	out	in	California…	That	was	exciting.	There	were	not	that	many	people	from	New	York	at	that	first	conference.	There	were	only	a	few,	and	I	think	several	of	them	were	from	El	Diario,	but	there	were	lots	of	people	from	Texas	and	California	and	Arizona	and	so	on…”190			Getting	everyone	under	the	same	roof	also	led	to	the	crystallization	of	the	project	of	building	a	national	association,	as	it	allowed	for	the	creation	of	bonds	between	professionals	that	had	not	been	afforded	a	possibility	to	collaborate	due	to	geographical	isolation	and	cultural	differences.	Representatives	from	the	media	

















































                                                        206.	Newton	interview.		207.	Auslander	interview.		
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	 I	mean	we	had	Puerto	Ricans	in	New	York	telling	us	“Who	are	we?”	I	remember…	I	can't	remember	his	name…	He	was	a	former	light	heavyweight	champion	of	the	world	(…)	I	think	he	went	to	our	meeting	in	New	York.	(…)	He	had	a	column	in	New	York,	he	was	a	journalist,	too.	(…)	He's	standing	at	our	forum	and	he's	telling	me:	“Why	are	you	here?	We	don't	care	about	you?”	and	he	was	raising	points	that	weren't	issues,	but	it	was	all…	I	hate	to	put	it	[this	way],	kind	of	the	whole	notion	of,	you	know,	that	was	the	East	Coast	game,	so	who	are	we	from	California?208		After	two	years	of	deliberations,	NAHJ	was	officially	established	in	April	1984.	In	its	foundational	documents,	the	organization	pledged	to	accomplish	five	basic	goals	pertaining	to	the	status	of	people	of	Latin	American	descent	in	American	newsrooms,	including	to	(1)	support	Latinas/os	working	in	the	news	industry,	(2)	encourage	the	study	of	journalism	and	mass	communication	by	Latinas/os,	(3)	promote	the	fair	and	accurate	treatment	of	Latinas/os	in	the	media,	(4)	further	the	employment	of	Latinas/os	in	the	media	and	(5)	foster	a	greater	understanding	of	Latina/o	cultural	identity,	interests	and	concerns.209						













                                                        211.	Ericksen	interview.			212.	Moran	interview.	As	of	2017,	NAHJ	had	vacated	their	permanent	headquarters	in	Washington,	DC,	and	had	only	a	“virtual”	office	that	could	be	used	when	meeting	in	person	was	necessary.	The	executive	director	at	that	time,	Alberto	Mendoza,	was	based	in	Los	Angeles	and	support	functions	were	handled	by	contractors	or	temp	staff	working	out	of	their	homes.	
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a	general	departure	from	the	field,	a	testament	to	the	high	levels	of	attrition	faced	by	journalists	of	color.	Others	went	back	to	being	rank-and-file	members	and	followed	different	trajectories	in	the	media	and	other	public	affairs	occupations.	Most	continued	to	be	advocates	for	Latinas/os	in	other	capacities,	including	politics,	activism/organizing	and	education,	among	other	fields.	Yet	others	stopped	participating	because	they	felt	the	organization	had	gone	in	a	direction	different	from	what	they	had	envisioned.	The	way	informants	interpreted	their	own	departure	from	the	organization	(or	in	a	few	cases,	their	permanence	and	return)	is	revealing	of	how	they	perceive	its	continued	success	or	lack	thereof.	Since	most	of	the	informants’	participation	in	NAHJ	was	truncated	by	changes	in	their	personal	trajectories,	their	perception	of	how	effective	is	in	part	shaped	by	how	they	experienced	their	time	in	the	organization	and	how	their	career	developed	afterward.	While	the	prevailing	interpretation	is	one	of	personal	satisfaction	and	a	sense	of	pride	being	part	of	a	larger	project	that	helped	pave	the	way	for	Hispanic	journalists,	there	is	also	a	sense	that	more	could	have	been	done,	or	that	things	could	have	been	done	differently.		I	think	that	the	work	in	this	area	will	never	be	completed.	They'll	always	be	working	to	making	sure	that	minorities	and	women	are	better	represented	in	every	walk	of	life,	whether	it's	about	Congress	if	it's	a	seat	in	Congress,	or	it's	an	owner	of	a	store	or	the	owner	of	a	radio	station	or	it's	that	reporter	and	that.	It	will	never	be	completed.	The	work	will	always	be	there.213	-	-	-	There	was	a	time,	you	know,	maybe	about	ten	years	ago	at	one	of	our	scholarship	banquets,	when	I	said	that	my	goal,	my	dream	is	that	CCNMA	never	exist	again…	Because	then	it	means	that	we've	done	our	job,	that	there's	no	need	for	us	to	help	identify	and	train	young	Latinos	to	go	into	the	
                                                        213.	Maes	interview.		
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business,	that	the	industry	is	hiring	us	at	levels	that	they	should	be,	that	stories	are	being	reported	accurately.	That	dream	has	not	come	true,	so	that's	still	the	work	that	we	need	to	do.	The	thing	that	we	have	done	and	NAHJ	has	done	is	that	we	have	produced	quality	journalists.214		Informants	generally	spoke	of	the	organization’s	genesis	as	a	meaningful	contribution	to	journalism	and	to	the	situation	of	US	Latinas/os,	while	acknowledging	that	the	end	goal	of	achieving	parity	when	they	were	involved	and	might	not	happen	in	their	lifetime.	The	recurring	theme	when	informants	talked	about	closing	their	cycle	at	NAHJ	was	a	sense	that	the	job	remains	incomplete.	The	sense	that	“we	could	have	achieved	more”	was	expressed	both	by	those	who	left	early,	and	those	who	stayed	on	the	board	in	different	capacities	for	several	years.		A	key	difference,	however,	is	that	those	who	stayed	involved,	or	became	officers	after	the	first	two	or	three	boards	were	more	specific	in	their	critiques.	After	the	initial	period,	when	the	processes	were	still	falling	into	place,	they	were	able	to	get	a	better	assessment	of	the	effectiveness	of	the	organization.	This	was	even	more	the	case	for	those	who	got	involved	in	regional	leadership—as	they	had	to	act	as	mediators	between	rank-and-file	members	and	the	national	directors.	An	exceptional	case	was	that	of	Juan	González,	who	distanced	himself	from	NAHJ	for	years	before	becoming	involved	again	in	2002,	when	he	ran	for	president	of	the	organization	(and	won).	Antonio	Espinal,	a	Dominican-born	journalist	who	worked	at	several	Spanish-language	newspapers	in	the	northeast,	remembers	being	frustrated	with	what	he	perceived	as	a	lack	of	action	by	the	national	leadership,	and	




                                                        215.	Espinal	interview.		216.	For	an	example	from	education,	see	Luis	Urrieta	and	Lina	R.	Benavidez,	“Community	commitment	and	activist	scholarship:	Chicana/o	professors	and	the	practice	of	consciousness,”	Journal	of	Hispanic	Higher	Education	6,	no.	3	(2007),	222-236.			217.	González	and	Torres,	News	for	All	the	People.	
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board	and	helping	this	organization	develop	programs	to	help	other	people.”218	 ---	We	started	out	as	being	very	serious	journalists	and	people	who	wouldn’t	be	bought	off.	And	I	know	that	NAHJ	has	gone	through	some	very	tough	times	financially.	I	know	that.	But	if	you’re	not	true	to	your	principles…	If	you’re	going	to	be	bought	by	what	was	it…	Fox	[News]	Latino…	Then	what	are	we	after	all?219				 A	related	observation	made	by	informants,	and	one	directly	related	to	the	circumstances	in	which	this	dissertation	was	researched	and	written,	is	that	after	more	than	three	decades	of	existence	NAHJ	has	not	demonstrated	a	sense	of	history	or	commitment	to	its	original	mission.	This	observation	sometimes	emerged	even	before	interviews	started.	When	I	initially	contacted	some	of	my	informants,	they	were	delighted	that	someone	was	undertaking	a	project	related	to	documenting	the	origins	of	the	organization.	The	topic	also	came	up	during	some	of	the	interviews—Gerald	Garcia,	the	first	president	of	NAHJ,	recalled	visiting	the	organization’s	headquarters	some	years	after	his	term,	and	none	of	the	staff	recognized	him	or	even	knew	who	were	the	previous	leaders	of	the	organization.	220		 Another	theme	in	informant’s	retelling	of	their	tenure	and	departure	from	NAHJ	has	to	do	with	the	effects	that	their	participation	had	in	their	personal	and	





                                                        	221.	Through	NAHJ,	public	affairs	professional	and	founder	Paula	Maes	met	several	people	who	went	on	to	become	some	of	her	closest	friends.		
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founders,	not	to	mention	the	rank-and-file	members,	were	working	journalists	who	had	not	reached	management	positions.	In	such	a	circumstance,	conducting	oneself	as	an	activist,	even	on	behalf	of	one’s	own	ethnic	identity	could	be	seen	as	a	violation	of	the	norms	of	objectivity	and	a	threat	to	credibility.	This	was	even	more	the	case	when	discussing	actions	like	protests	or	submitting	complaints	about	coverage	or	omissions.	While	this	type	of	activity	went	on	to	be	more	common	after	NAHJ	became	consolidated,	it	was	a	hard	sell	to	some	of	the	founders.	Then	there	was	the	issue	of	membership	and	voting	rights.	As	with	CCNMA,	NAHJ	had	internal	debates	about	whether	only	working	journalists	could	be	voting	members,	or	whether	the	organization	could	look	at	other	categories	of	membership	to	accommodate	educators,	students	and	even	professionals	from	other	media-related	fields,	like	public	relations.		
Contingencies:	NAHJ	and	civil	rights	NAHJ	is	an	analog	of	pan-ethnic	organizations	like	the	Mexican	American	Legal	Defense	and	Educational	Fund	(MALDEF)	and	the	National	Council	for	La	Raza	(now	UnidosUS).	These	organizations	sprang	in	the	late	sixties	in	the	middle	of	the	Chicano	movement	and	had	deep	connections	to	militant	political	activism,	traces	of	which	can	be	seen	in	their	names	and	iconography,	as	well	as	in	their	intersecting	professional	networks.	Much	like	CCNMA	was	a	regional,	Mexican	American	precursor	to	NAHJ,	MALDEF	and	the	NCLR	had	their	start	in	the	US	Southwest	as	regional	organizations	designed	to	improve	the	political	situation	of	a	single	national	origin	group.		
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As	an	organization	of	journalists	of	color	seeking	to	enact	change	within	the	field,	NAHJ	and	its	leaders	occupy	a	liminal	position.	In	contrast	to	civil	rights	activists	and	other	entities	who	tried	to	organize	to	change	media	portrayals	throughout	the	20th	century,	NAHJ	leadership—or	at	least	those	with	influence	over	bylaws	and	the	activity	agenda—were	not	complete	outsiders	to	the	professional	ideology	of	journalism.	Most	of	them	were	formally	trained	in	journalism,	worked	for	prestigious	publications	and	broadcasting	companies,	and	were	faithful	followers	of	the	basic	precepts	of	“objectivity”	in	reporting.	Indeed,	as	several	informants	said	in	their	interviews,	and	in	to	other	paradigmatic	arguments	for	diversity	in	the	media,	NAHJ	made	the	case,	both	in	its	internal	debates	and	to	media	companies,	that	diversity	and	inclusion	are	not	added	value,	but	a	requirement	for	quality	journalism.		
 132 
Appendix.	
Interview	Questions.		
	
Background	/	Race	and	Civil	Rights	
- Did	everyone	get	along	in	the	place	you	grew	up	in?		
- How	aware	were	you	of	the	civil	rights	movement?	How	about	the	Chicano	(and/or	Puerto	Rican)	movements?		
- Were	you	political	before	going	into	journalism?	If	so,	what	caused	you	to	become	politicized?		
Journalism	
- When	did	you	first	became	interested	in	journalism	and/or	publishing?	
- (If	studied	journalism	in	college)	How	integrated/diverse	was	your	college/program?	How	many	Latinos/as	went	to	your	school?	
- What	newspapers/newscasts/etc.	did	you	read,	watch	or	listen	to?	
- (Only	for	non-journalists)	Did	you	know	any	journalists?	Interact	with	them?	
- Who	were	your	role	models?	
- What	did	you	want	to	do	as	a	journalist?	How	did	you	envision	yourself?	
- How	did	you	feel	about	the	news/journalism	in	the	U.S.	back	then?	
- When	did	you	decide	to	study	journalism?	What	triggered	this	decision?	
- Did	you	ever	take	part	in	activism	(protests,	organizing,	etc.)?		
Early	career	
- First	journalism	(or	other)	job(s)?	
- How	diverse	were	these	newsrooms?	Was	diversity	an	issue	considered	by	leadership	in	the	organization?	
- How	was	labor	(assignments,	promotions)	allocated?	
	
Lead	up	to	the	formation	of	NAHJ	
- Were	you	a	member	of	any	journalist	organization	during	your	early	career?	
- Were	you	aware	of	any	Latino	journalist	organization,	or	any	other	org	for	journalists	of	color?	
- Were	you	connected	to	any	informal	networks	of	Latino	journalists	(or	more	generally	journalists	of	color)?	Did	you	convene	during	industry	events,	etc.?	
- What	was	your	relationship	with	CCNMA?	
- How	did	you	learn	about	the	National	Hispanic	Media	Conference?		
- (If	applicable)	How	did	you	become	involved	in	its	organization?	
- How	was	the	process?	Was	it	easy,	difficult…?	Who	did	what?	What	was	your	own	role	in	the	organization	of	the	conference?	
- Can	you	tell	us	about	the	event?	What	are	your	recollections	from	the	conference?	
- What	sparked	the	interest	in	a	national	organization?	
	
Founding	process	(Committee,	etc.)	
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- How	were	leaders	designated	(for	the	founding	process)?	
- Who	picked	the	founding	committee?	And	who	chose	the	“choosers”?	
- How	were	you	contacted?	Why	were	you	chosen	for	this	role?	
- What	stage	of	your	career	where	you	in	at	this	point?	
- How	did	you	combine	the	time	for	this	with	your	reporting/editing	duties?		
- Was	your	employer	supportive?	
- How	were	the	founding	meetings?	Can	you	describe	a	typical	meeting?	
- How	did	you	promote	the	nascent	organization?	Who	did	you	address?	
- What	issues	were	at	stake?		
- Which	issues	were	the	most	contentious?		
- What	were	the	issues	you	personally	found	most	important	in	designing	the	organization?	
- How	did	you	apply	the	experience	of	other	organizations	like	CCNMA	or	NABJ?	Was	there	any	connection?	
- How	did	you	envision	NAHJ?	What	were	your	expectations?	
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